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his pen to confound Knox by logic. What need ?
He has been confounded by facts. " Thus what
had been to the refugees of Geneva as the
very word of God, no sooner were they back in
England than, behold! it was the word of the
devil."1

Now, what of the real sentiments of these
loyal subjects of Elizabeth? They professed a
holy horror for Knox's position : let us see if their
own would please a modern audience any better,
or was, in substance, greatly different

John Aylmer, afterwards Bishop of London,
published an answer to Knox, under the title of
An Harbour for Faithful and true Sitbjects
against the late Blown Blast, concerning the
government of Women? And certainly he was
a thought more acute, a thought less precipitate
and simple, than his adversary. He is not to be
led away by such captious terms as natural and
unnatural. It is obvious to him that a woman's
disability to rule is not natural in the same sense
in which it is natural for a stone to fall or fire
to burn. He is doubtful, on the whole, whether
this disability be natural at all ; nay, when he

1 It may interest the reader to know that these (so says Thorn-
asius) are the "ipsissima verba Schlusselburgii."
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